The subject upon which I wish to read a short paper this evening is one of great interest, but also of great difficulty. In our study of 
found that the affections which had preceded the outbreak of diphtheria had exactly resembled those which were then present among the children in the town. I had the opportunity of examining the children in all the public elementary schools of the town, and found that these affections were prevalent among the children actually at school at the time, but were almost entirely confined to the younger children.
Children suffering from the before-described form of sore-throat were found in all the schools; and in all except one, children presenting white patches at the margins of the mouth or nostrils were found also. To show, for example, the extreme prevalence of these affections, I may say that among 144 children in one schoolroom I found 20 suffering from the above-described form of sorethroat ; and in the same school, several children presented white patches in the neighbourhood of the mouth or nose, similar in their character to those already described. On inquiry at the houses in the town, I found several instances where children were suffering from these affections who were below the school age, and where no member of the family went to school, and among which no attack of diphtheria had occurred. I also found that the younger children at a public institution presented these affections to a marked extent, although no attack of diphtheria had occurred in the institution. Now, on inquiring into the surroundings of these children in this institution, I found that none of them went to school in the town, but all attended a country school some distance away, and never mixed with the town children. On visiting this country school, I found the children attending there at the time were entirely free from these affections, and also that no attack of diphtheria had occurred among them or in the village. With the exception of one case, the outbreak, which caused eight deaths, was entirely limited to these wards. On investigating the condition of the children in the wards of the hospital, I found that in these three wards in which diphtheria had occurred many children were suffering from affections of the throat and nose identical with those before described, but the children in the other wards of the hospital were entirely free from these affections. There was, however, no evidence that these affections had preceded the outbreak of diphtheria, but that they were contemporaneous with it there was no doubt.
In 1891, whilst in charge of a lying-in hospital, I observed a limited outbreak of an affection, consisting in the development of small, yellowish white patches surrounded by an inflamed area on the vulva of lying-in women after delivery. The affection was altogether trivial; in some instances a slight elevation of temperature was the only additional symptom, and no diphtheria nor sorethroat preceded or accompanied it, nor did any paralytic symptoms follow; in short, all the indications of diph- of an outbreak at the Paris Maternite, which appears to have been of a similar nature, and was entirely devoid of any semblance to diphtheria, except in so far as a greyish-yellow irregular membranous exudation appeared on the vulva in 33 lying-in women in less than three weeks, and in one infant only a patch of membrane appeared in one eye. The affection was altogether trivial, and had no tendency to a fatal termination, nor was it known to be followed by any paralysis. No account is given of the microscopical examination of the membrane, but extensive cultivation and inoculation experiments were made, as the result of which it was found that a great number of micro-cocci were present in the membrane, and also a bacillus which hacl some resemblance to the bacillus diphtherise, but which could not be permanently cultivated. It appears to me, therefore, and it is practically admitted by the authors, that the diphtheritic nature of this outbreak was not proved.
Lastly, I must add that I have, in several instances, seen these affections of the throat, mouth, or nose precede by a few days the onset of undoubted diphtheria.
On reviewing the foregoing observations, it will be seen that these affections have sometimes accompanied epidemic diphtheria, and at other times they have prevailed apart from diphtheria altogether. In the case of the town before referred to, it is to be noted that these affections preceded epidemic diphtheria, that they existed in the public institution, and among families no members of which were attending school, and among which diphtheria had not 
